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POWER AT CORNELL: 

OUT OF THE BARREL OF A GUN 
by Bruce Dancis and Allen Young 
LIBERATION News Service 

ITHACA, N.Y. (LNS) -- Black students, armed 
in self-defense, forced the administration and 
faculty of Cornell University to back away from 
repressive policies. Thousands of white students, 
led by SDS, were mobilized to support the blacks 
in their showdown with the authorities on this 
bucolic hilly campus in upstate New York. 

The high point of the Cornell drama came 
on the afternoon of Sunday, April 20, when the 
black students--all bearing weapons- -marched out 
of the building they had seized and announced 
that university officials had yielded to their 
demands. The faculty condemned the administra- 
tion^ "appeasement," but when the blacks and 
white radicals showed that they were prepared 
for new militant action, the faculty too, re- 
considered and gave in. 

The struggle had been building up intensive- 
ly since last December, when black students, 
fighting for self-determination in the school* s 
curriculum, adopted various guerrilla tactics. 

On one occasion, they walked into the 
office of University President James A. Perkins, 
pointed a toy gun. at him, and said "Bang!" They 
also climbed on tabletops in the cafeteria and 
went through the library, pulling books down 
from the shelves. 

Six blacks were chosen by the authorities 
to go before a student- faculty judiciary board 
to be judged for these acts. They refused to go, 
and, in accordance with the rules, were im- 
mediately suspended. 

When their suspension was announced, the 
150 members of the Afro-American society went 
en masse to the judiciary board and presented 
their reasons why the six blacks didn't show 
up: l)there could be no trial by peers, since 
there were no blacks on the disciplinary panel; 
and that 2) the university judiciary could not 
deal fairly with acts of an essentially political 
nature directed at the university. 


SDS supported the blacks' point of view and 
an educational campaign was carried out on the 
campus. For the next few weeks, the administra- 
tion tried to avoid dealing with the issue. 

Finally, the judiciary board decided it 
could try the black studentsin absentia. The six 
still didn f t appear, and the board voted on April 
17 to apply a "reprimand. " (The action applied 
only to three of the students, since two had 
dropped out and charges against another one had 
been dropped.) 

Later that evening, a cross was burned out- 
side the black women f s cooperative dormitory, 
and several black students received threatening 
phone calls. 

The immediate issues were clear: the illeg- 
itimacy of the judiciary action and the protection 
of the black community at Cornell against violence. 

Just before dawn on Saturday, April 19, 
about 150 black students seized Willard Straight 
Hall, the Student Union Building. It was Parents 1 
Weekend at Cornell, and some parents staying in 
guest rooms inside the Student Union were rousted 
out of bed and led out of the building. 

The blacks, who had developed a good work- 
ing relationship with SDS, notified them of the 
action in advance. At 6 a.m., SDS had a meeting 
and organized a defense line around the building. 
Later that morning, a squadron of jocks, many of 
them members of the football -oriented Delta Up- 
silon fraternity, tried to break into "the 
Straight," as the Union is known. Only a handful 
got through the SDS defense, and they were expel- 
led by the blacks in the building. Four people-- 
three assailants and one black student--were 
hospitalized briefly as a result. 

But the jocks promised to return with 300 
people. This threat, teamed with more crank phone 
calls to the Straight, led the blacks to escalate: 
they decided to bring guns into the building for 
self-defense . 

SDS's Cornell chapter, with 500 members, is 
one of the largest in the country. On both 
Saturday and Sunday (April 19-20), they organized 
support rallies for the blacks, and succeeded in 
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defusing the threat of right-wing action by al- 
ternately coaxing and scaring the jocks into 
passivity,, 

Some jocks did show up at the Straight, but 
when they made menacing gestures, a black student 
appeared, rifle in hand, at a window Word of 
the guns spread quickly, and the administration 
moved to negotiate 

Late Sunday, April 20., an agreement was 
reached: if the blacks left the building, the 
university would drop disciplinary actions re- 
suiting from the prior guerrilla-style actions, 
would grant amnesty for the current building 
occupation, would agree to provide protection for 
all black students, men and women, and would 
agree to investigate the cross-burning, 

A massive security guard of i500 white stu- 
dents was formed to protect the black students 
during their exit from the Straight. This guard 
wasn’t really necessary, however, since the blacks 
marched out in military formation, more than a 
dozen men bearing rifles and shotguns, a few 
with bandoliers of ammunition, and each of the 
rest, including the women, armed with a homemade 
spear--a long stick with a knife fastened to the 
tip. 


cussing the gun issue, but except for the ob- 
jections of a few pacifists, there was support 
for the use of guns for seif defense. Mean- 
while, the blacks ceased brandishing their wea- 
pons in public 

The next day, Monday, April 21, Perkins 
declared the campus to be in a "situation of 
emergency." Me took emergency powers and is- 
sued several declarations* any student carrying 
a gun on campus would be immediately suspended 
and any non* student carrying a gun on campus 
would be arrested immediately; any individuals 
who engaged in coercive actions, such as sit-ins 
or building occupations, would be suspended or 
arrested’ any organizations advocating "coer- 
cive" actions would be disbanded. 

Bight thousand students filed into Barton 
Hall gymnasium in the Military Science Build- 
ing to attend a university- wide convocation 
Monday afternoon, Perkins was the main speak- 
er, but he ducked the real issues „ 

A few hours later, an emergency faculty 
meeting was called, and the faculty voted about 
700 to about 200 to rescind the agreement worked 
out between the blacks and the administration. 

The Afro American Society, seeing the fac- 


The blacks marched to the black women’s coop-- 
a ten minute walk — and set up an armed guard at 
the door. Outside on the lawn, two representa- 
tives from the Afro-American Society and two high- 
ranking university officials signed the accord. 

The Afro-American Society issued a formal state- 
ment thanking SDS for their part in defending 
the building. 

When the blacks walked out of the building, 
the great "gun debate" began. The guns had been 
brought into the building during the previous 
night, and even SDS had no idea that there were 
so many arms. The university authorities were 
shaken. (Reliable sources reported that if the 
negotiations had been unsuccessful, the officials 
were prepared to call in every campus cop. city 
cop and more than 100 state troopers. There is 
no telling what would have happened m that case. j 

The white radicals immediately began dis- 


ulty stand as a betrayal, and reacting to the 
presence of scores of cops on the campus and in 
the city of Ithaca, quickly began planning for 
new action. 

SDS called for a meeting that evening. More 
than 2,000 students attended and listened to 
speeches by the black students. The group decided 
that militant action was needed to support the 
black demands. Curiosity seekers and liberals 
joined the radicals in resolving to meet again 
the next night to hear formal proposals. 

On Tuesday, April 22, there were 7,000 in 
Barton Hall. Clearly, many present did not sup- 
port the blacks and still fewer wanted militant 
action to be taken right away. At that meeting, 
some of the blacks spoke about the need for the 
blacks and whites to fight together. 

While the students were talking tough, there 
was rebellion inside the ranks of the teachers. 
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The faculties of three colleges Arts § Sci- 
ences, Home Economics, and Architecture -- passed 
resolutions calling for a reconsideration of the 
faculty stand against the blacks.. They called for 
an emergency meeting for Wednesday, April 23, to 
make a new decision,. 

Back in Barton Hall gym, the blacks, SDS, and 
several hundred other white students were ready to 
seize another building. But most at the meeting 
were swayed by faculty members who urged patience. 
Finally, the students approved a resolution that 
called for no action until the April 23 faculty 
meeting, but which promised militant action if 
the faculty did not modify their first stand. 

A caucus of 39 radical faculty members declared 
that if the faculty did not reverse its first 
stand they would support and take part in the 
seizure of buildings. 

Faced with the situation of losing this 
massive base, both SDS and the Afro-American Soci- 
ety decided to wait. However, someone moved 
that everyone stay in the Barton Hall gym until 
the faculty vote. The resolution further stated 
that the people present were affirming that they 
had "seized the building," thus directly chal- 
lenging Perkins 1 edict. The president was not to 
be provoked, however; he declared that the Bar- 
ton Hall activity was sanctioned by the university. 

More than 3,500 students spent Tuesday night 
and Wednesday morning in Barton Hall. ROTC prop- 
aganda in the building was covered up with "Viet- 
nam Will Win" posters,. Considerable political 
discussion emerged, and it became clear that 
neither the whites nor the blacks saw the issue 
of the reprimands in isolation. 

SDS put forth a resolution calling for the 
open admission to Cornell of black, brown, 
and white working class students. 

Finally, shortly after noon on April 23, 
the faculty passed a resolution reversing it- 
self. The agreement between the blacks and the 
administration was thereby reaffirmed. Some 7,000 
students gathered in Barton Hall gym for a teach- 
in, while SDS prepared to promote its open ad- 
mission demand. 

One thing was clear to everyone: it was not 
professorial wisdom that led to a reversal of 


the faculty position, but rather the challenge 
of militant blacks and whites and the spectre of 
the 3,500 students who camped out in the gym. 

State legislators in Albany self-righteously 
went into action to outlaw guns on campuses. But 
a victory had been won in Ithaca. 

-30- 

************************************************ 
CCNY SHUT DOWN 

Special from Observation Post 
LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- Blacks and Puerto Ricans, 
joined by non-aligned whites, have shut down the 
City College of New York for three consecutive days 

The Black and Puerto Rican Student Community 
chained the gates of the college’s South Campus 
early Tuesday, pressing demands for a separate 
school of Third World Studies, an admissions policy 
that reflects the racial composition of the city’s 
high schools, and control of a state-financed pre- 
paratory program that enables ghetto students to 
attend college. 

And, as of Wednesday night, April 23, a 
group of white radicals took control of the school 
of education’s Klapper Hall in active support of 
the BPRSC’s demands. 

Negotiations between the Administration and 
BPRSC begin Thursday to determine implementation 
of the demands and possibilities of reconvening 
classes . 

President Buell G. Gallagher promised not to 
call police or seek an injunction against the stu- 
dents until at least Thursday night. 

Senior faculty members, meeting in mass open 
sessions, will attempt to influence the admini- 
stration’s viewpoint in a vote recommending ap- 
proval or disapproval of the demands. 

The faculty generally approved of the five 
demands, with the exceptions of the fourth-con- 
cerning admissions of minority group students-- 
and the correlating white left demand, open ad- 
missions. Faculty spokesmen declared the inevita- 
bility of eroding scholarship, loss of academic 
freedom, and wholesale "destruction of the college.’ 

Tuesday’s shut-down followed two months of 
agitation by the BPRSC behind the demands, which 


Page 3 


LIBERATION News Service (#157) April 24, 1969 


more. . , 


began as an occupation of the Administration 
Building . 

South Campus, which twenty years ago housed 
the Manhattanvil le School of the Sacred Hea"t, 
and now serves as the center of social sciences 
and liberal arts, is ringed by massive stone 
fences crowned with spikes. Access by only four 
gates made sealing the campus by an occupation 
force of about 200 quite effective,. 

The campus has been calm, following a near 
confrontation with police when students first 
manned the gates 6 a.m. Tuesday. April 22, Stu- 
dents have been enjoying their temporary control 
overthe student center,, the library,, three class- 
room buildings and several office and lounge 
facilities . 

Forced inside by continuous rain, most stu- 
dents have been reading,, talking, sleeping, lis- 
tening to the radio, dancing. Food has been no 
problem, as snack bar and cafeteria workers , 
mostly Puerto Rican ; have cooked and served free 
meals. Maintenance workers, mostly black,, have 
also cooperated with the striking studentSo 

The Tuesday morning action came as a shock 
to CCNY students, including its fac tionalized 
left, despite the BPRSC’S continuous campaign, 
which had heretofore climaxed in a call for a 
strike the same week. A rally of 1.000 people 
the previous day was highlighted by the flames 
from an effigy of ’’Racism" rising m front of 
the administration building. 

Caught totally unprepared by the shutdown, 
the white left met at least three times Tuesday 
and was unable to agree upon a parallel action. 

The college's SDS chapter, hung up m ideology 
and rather stultified broke away from the 
main meeting at one point to discuss its own 
tactics, and apparently could only decide to 
form picket lines once classes resumed, if ever u 
A second group of about 50 diversified 
radicals sat in the lobby of the Administration 
Building for a while, discussing possible sup- 
port activities. The net result was a request 
for permission from the administration to use 
a lounge for an all night rap session. Permis- 
sion was granted, and the whites immediately be- 
gan laying plans to take over Klappei Hall. They 
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broke into eight "cells” and formed a co- 
ordinating council to determine policy and 
tactics for the whole group. 

The BPRSC has also aimed one of its 
demands at the education school calling 
for future teacher^ to take required courses 
in black and Puerto Rican history and the 
Spanish language. The fifth of its original 
demands was for a separate freshman orienta- 
tion program for Third World studentSo 

Two additional demands have been made 
since Tuesday that all university personnel 
particularly five Burns guards who "chose to 
be human beings instead of pigs,” not be dis- 
ciplined for aiding the demonstrators, and 
that the school remain shut until the crisis 
is resolved and the demands are met. 

30- 

•*+■*****••*•*•* *- + ■•*■■* + ■**■++#**•* + + **+***■*'* + **★*- + •*•*:•*•■*•£ 

DRAFT CARD TURN-INS 
ANALYZED 

BOSTON CLNS) — The Boston Draft Resis- 
tance Group fBDRG) has issued a statement in- 
dicating that draft card turn-ins and burnings 
should no longer be held. The BDRG, which has 
played a major role in anti war work in the 
Boston area, argues that while these political 
acts were once "spectacular” and "constructive” 
they are not "a successful method for organ- 
izing a long-term movement for basic social and 
political change. 

In its statement the BDRG pointed out 
that the number of men willing to turn in 
cards and refuse inductions is too small "to 
have any significant effect on the functioning 
of the military." It also described the turn- 
in as "a very personal thing." and urged action 
designed to build a bioad collective movement 
instead. 

•30 

+ *•*-* •* **•***+■ *-*■* **■*•*• + *»♦■*■*•**** ** + *♦■*•*■*+ + *+ **■ + ★■*:* 
MAKE MAY A MONTH OF SOLIDARITY „ PAY YOUR LNS 
BILL. 

/ ■»•*** A' «tAA-A**»»'- k «c+*<*»*'*** ,, '*»*****'*:* , **'**** , -*>'+*- 

Please send New York and the San Francisco 

bureau ccpics of your paper sj Thanks. 

April 24’ 1969 “ 
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ON THE PANAMA CANAL 
by Ruth Shereff 
LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- A new sea level canal 
may be blasted through Panama -- by nuclear 
devices -- some time after 1970, Although 
the plan has not yet been approved, scientists 
connected with the government are busy con- 
vincing the public, beginning with the scientific 
community, that the danger of fallout will be 
negligible. Thus they hope to prevent humanitar- 
ian and nationalist objections to the plan. 

For U.S. military and commercial organi- 
zations, the present canal is obsolete. There 
are 74 modern naval and commercial ships in- 
capable of passing through the canal. Large ships 
cause traffic jams, and expensive delay. As 
larger ocean ships are built, the canal may be- 
come even more outdated. It can be expected 
that the military and large corporations will 
be pushing for the rapid and economic method of 
excavating a canal--the nuclear bomb. 

Already, scientists on the government pay- 
roll are producing what they call "conservative" 
estimates of the dangers involved. That is, by 
being what they consider overly careful, they 
have concluded that there will be almost no 
injury done to the native Panamanian population, 
even though several hundred nuclear devices 
will be used, with a total megatonage exceeding 
the combined power of all U.S. nuclear tests to 
date . 

The plans for minimizing the dangers are 
elaborate, and they reveal how drastic the 
consequences of nuclear blasting may be. The 
journal Bioscience is currently printing a 
series of twenty articles discussing this re- 
search and supporting the nuclear excavation. 

The journal explains that the people who 
live in the region of the proposed site^ support 
themselves directly from the land through sub- 
sistence farming, fishing and hunting. Thus 
the possibility of internal consumption of radio- 
active material is increased. Internal consumption 
of radiation is far more dangerous than external 
exposure. One article wains against exporting 

IJBERATIO\^ Service" ('# 1 5 7 1 


bananas and shrimp from the area for some time. 
However, studies are being made of the dietary 
patterns of the Panamanians who will be eating 
the same bananas and shrimp that will not be sent 
to the U.S. mainland, to determine whether the 
natives will consume enough radiation to bring 
them up to the"danger level." A sample contami- 
nation model for a banana plantation has been 
worked out. 

Their solution to the problem is to move 
the people from the danger area for a month or 
more. This will cause havoc to their primitive 
economic system. Much of the land will be ruined 
anyway. The natives who were evacuated from the 
Pacific atolls during U.S. testing returned 
after many years--to a desert. 

Since Panama is in a tropical zone which 
suffers from sudden storms, meteorologists are 
studying the wind and rain patterns to minimize 
the possibility that rain will spread the fall- 
out to the densely populated areas: minimize 
but not eliminate the danger. 

Nuclear excavation on this scale has never 
been tried. For the U.S. the best place to begin 
experimenting is in the third world. 

There is little reason to believe that gov- 
ernment scientists will be more careful in Panama 
than they are at home. The nerve-gas poisoning 
of thousands of sheep in Utah, the creation of 
an Army Corps of Engineers nerve gas well under 
Denver, which is now threatening a major earth- 
quake, and the sloppiness of underground testing 
in Nevada, show the ineffectiveness of the pre- 
cautions usually taken. In fact, the two test 
excavation blasts in Nevada, which Howard Hughes 
is now investigating and protesting, have been 
performed to experiment for the new canal . In 
the case of such large scale atomic blasts, the 
dangers are even greater. 

The institutes involved in the safety re- 
search have a history whitewashing government 
scientific activities. 1. 3 Lawrence Radiation 
Labs at the University t? California, Berkeley, 
and the Battel 1c Memoria 1 Institute of Col.imims, 
Ohio, hive both participated in weapons develop- 
ment and research, 

_ Eve n conv entional excavation is questiornhh 
April 24, 1969 ~ 
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MISSISSil’IM MM- 1 .Mi 
by The Great Spe ;k l -u B . d 
LIBERA I ION News Srm;m 

Edwards, Miss 1 LN^ - Ovei 300 
Mississippi students and young ju-opic .trended 
the ’’First Annual Mississippi 'south. JUBILEE" 
held at Mt Beulah, an ex-voMcge become Miss- 
issippi movement center, on the* weekend ot 
April 11-13 Mt Beulah , the -.tnc or m uiv his- 
toric meetings of the Student \onv 4 a r nt Co- 
ordinating Committee and Meedmu Uen;o. rat m; 
Party m the early 60‘s, no* hmu-d a iu w mo' e- 
ment, youthful, predominant H wh it. and. lor 
Mississippi, freaky be>ond j mu g i n,» r i m 

Organized by the statf ot Hie kud.u, Miss- 
issippi’s intrepid underground neu^pjpei . and 
the Southern Student Organ t;; rig vuinm’ net . Hie 
conference featured speeches b> s-SOC leaders, 
and Mississippi movement stalwarts like The 
Rev Ed King, wcik shops on stub top ms as the 
draft, black power, women's Miuiutijn and > ai- 
de n t rights, films from X c w s r t i i ui d a » > - . k 
concert . 
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that President Juan Velasco Alvarado may soon be 
deposed by fellow officers." A "highly placed 
observer" was quoted as saying, "If America im- 
poses the sanctions against Peru, there will be 
a power play against Velasco almost immediately. 

It would be carried out by some other general, of 
course, and there are roughly three candidates... 
Even if the dispute between Pueru and the United 
States is resolved, Velasco is likely to be 
pushed aside, but it may take longer," 

A U.N. Economic Commission meeting opened 
in Lima last week with expressions of support 
for the Peruvian junta from Cuba, the Soviet 
Union and six other communist countries. The head 
of the Cuban delegation, which has the largest 
representation aside from Peru's denounced the 
U, S . as the enemy of Latin America, and, noting 
that it was the eighth anniversary of the abortive 
Bay of Pigs invasion, said: "We don't yet know 
whether fate has decreed another Bay of Pigs for 
Peru. " 

In other developments, Peru seized IPC share- 
holdings worth $3 million in three Peruvian com- 
panies, and upped the amount of claims against 
IPC from $690 million to $1 billion. 

* * -k 

POLITICAL RUMBLINGS IN CHILE: After its poor 
showing in the March parliamentary elections, the 
ruling Christian Democratic Party (PDC) has 
suffered another blow to its already precarious 
internal unity. On March 9, nine impoverished 
squatters who had occupied privately owned 
land near Puerto Montt were killed (and numer- 
ous others injured) by police acting under gov- 
ernment orders, in an incident whose brutality 
recalled the massacre of striking workers at the 
El Salvador copper mine three years ago. Lead- 
ers of the PDC youth wing who held Interior Min- 
ister Perez Zujovic responsible for the inci- 
dent, and demanded his resignation, were sus- 
pended from the Party; immediately thereafter, 
five influential "rebeldes" m the left wing 
of the PDC joined the anti-government protest 
and called for an immediate convocation of the 
Party's National Assembly to discuss the gov- 
ernment's action. Even Party moderates pro- 
tested, including prospective Presidential 


candidate Radomiro Tomic, who had previously 
remained "prudently" on dead center in all mtra 
party disputes. 

That the government is standing on very 
shaky legs was demonstrated again at the end 
of March, when police seized all available is- 
sues of Punto Final, the leftist biweekly 
magazine which had published a detailed account 
and scathing denunciation of the government 
action at Puerto Montt. 

Meanwhile, Chile has begun a program aimed 
at the militarization of high school students. 
Under the program, which has already been in- 
stituted in 34 schools, third and fourth year 
students will receive the equivalent of basic 
army training. According to the Chilean mili- 
tary, the program isihtended to "rationalize" 
any training, increase the number of reservists, 
cut back on expenses, and inculcate "obedience 
and a sense of national security: in the youth , 

* + * 

MEET THE GOVERNOR: The chief executive of 
Puerto Rico, Governor Luis A. Ferre, is a 
prosperous banker, industrialist, art collector, 
and an advocate of statehood. Ferre was the 
main force behind the development of the city 
of Ponce, where he set up the Banco de Ponce, 
several industries, an art museum and station 
WRIK-TV (of which he owns 10%) . 

MPI (Puerto Rico's Movement for Independ- 
ence) has uncovered a scheme of Ferre's to 
sell or rent the government -owned educational 
radio and TV station, WIPR, to private inter- 
ests. The deal was revealed in a letter from 
Juan Angel Bras, the Puerto Rican manager of 
Channel 47 in New York City, to Armando Schmidt, 
President of the Industrial Commission of Puerto 
Rico. In order to sidestep various obstacles, 
Bras suggested that "perhaps an amendment 
can be obtained from the [U.S.] Federal Commun- 
ications Commission [which regulates radio and 
TV stations in Puerto Rico] in the direction^ of 
keeping the stations for education and culture 
during the day and going on to the commercial 
during the night hours." 
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NEWS OF THE ROCKEFELLER EMPIRE: The Rocke- 

feller-controlled Chase Manhattan Bank, in the first 
such enterprise organized in the private sector, 
launched a $25 million program for financing 
capital goods exports in Latin America. 

Associated with Chase in this enterprise 
are the West German Deutsch-Sudamenkanische Bank 
and six Latin American banks closely associated 
with Chase: 

--Banco Mercantil y Agricola, Venezuela 
(17 branches; Chase has a controlling interest). 

--Banco de Comercio, Colombia (Colombia’s 
fourth largest private bank with 120 branches in 
Colombia and Panama; Chase purchased a controlling 
interest in 1967) . 

--Banco Lar Brasileiro, Brazil (34 branches; 
Chase acquired a majority share in 1962) 

--Banco Continental, Peru (Peru’s 4th 
largest bank with 42 branches; Chase obtained a 
controlling interest m 1964). 

--Banco Atlantida, Honduras (24 branches; 

Chase acquired a 51% interest in 1 9 6 7 i r 

— Banco Argentino de Comercio, Argentina. 

Elsewhere in the Rockefeller empire, Bill 
Moyers, former LBJ press assistant and currently 
vice-president and publisher of Long Island’s 
Newsday, was named a trustee of the Rockefeller 
Foundation to succeed Clifford Hardin, who left 
to become Secretary of Agriculture - 

ON THE MILITARY FRONT: Following a raid on 

a finance company, the Tupamaro National Libera- 
tion Front of Uruguay has revealed that a number 
of prominent government officials have been in- 
volved in foreign exchange traffic and other 
illegal activities. Earlier, the Tupamaros con- 
ducted the "stroke of the century" by capturing 
$222,000 from a Punta del Este casino in order to 
subsidize the underground operations. Meanwhile, 
in Argentina, armed attacks on banks and military 
outposts have increased in the past few weeks, 
raising speculations of Tupamaro- type operations 
in that country. 

The real story behind the British invasion 
of Anguilla was printed in the Old Mole of 


Boston, issue #10, entitled "They Came to 
Anguilla,” the story describes the invasion 
and the bizarre cast of characters behind 
it; "two West Coast advertising men, an un- 
bending emissary of the declining British 
empire, a New Jersey businessman of Anguillan 
descent „ Aristotle Onassis and a Puerto 
Rican expert in smallness," (Write the Old 
Mole, 2 Brookline Street, Cambridge, Mass t 
02139 for a copy; single issues 15(f)- 
-30- 

AL FATAH THREATENS HUSSEIN 

AMMAN, Jordan (LNSj A1 Fatah, the left- 
wing Palestine liberation movement, is not 
only conducting guerrilla raids against 
the State of Israel, but is also threaten- 
ing the government of Jordan 

According to a report in the Chicago 
Daily News, A1 Fatah is a " Crypto-state," 
ready to take over the government of King 
Hussein, A1 Fatah is popular because it 
"provides employment „ widow’s care, medical 
protection and even funds for education 
through university level," according to the 
Chicago Daily News report 

An American diplomat is quoted as saying: 
" A1 Fatah is becoming impressively institu- 
tional , " 

- 30- 
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RESISTERS REFUSE INDUCTION 

BUFFALO,N.Y. (LNS) «■ Paul Caccamise and 
Neil Connor, two draft resisters from Rochest- 
er, NY refused induction into the Army 
April 8 at the Buffalo Induction Center. The 
two young men were immediately arrested and, 
after a night in the Ene County jail, were 
released m the custody of a lawyer. 

Connor, who turned m his draft card on 
April 8, 1968 was active in the New Eng- 
land Resistance and Movement for a Democratic 
Society Caccamise, a welfare caseworker, 
had applied for CO status, but was turned 
down 

- 30- 
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MAY DAY: DEMONSTRATE 
FOR LAW & ORDER 
by John Spitzer 
LIBERATION News Service 

SAN FRANCISCO (LNS) -- May first is Law 
Day. Everywhere else in the world it is the 
holiday of International Working Class solidar- 
ity, but here in these United States, it's Law 
Day, USA -- by proclamation of Dwight Eisen- 
hower, old General and ex-Pesident of Columbia 
University. 

Law Day is set aside each year to demonstrate 
the superiority of law and order (made m USA) 
over godless, atheistic communism which gives 
people in other countries the day off. 

Lyndon Johnson, TExas millionaire, in con- 
secrating Law Day 1968 to the theme of "only a 
lawful society can build a better society," gave 
some useful hints on the appropriate celebration 
of law and order: "I urge each citizen, join in 
thatobservance by making a personal commitment to 
obey the law, to respect the rights of others; 
to aid law enforcement officers, to uphold the 
judgments of the courts., , I suggest that our 
people observe Law Day with appropriate cere- 
monies and observances through public bodies and 
private organizations, in school and other 
suitable places," 

1968 was big, but *69 can be bigger Ameri- 
cans should commemorate Law Day '69 with the 
slogan BREAK A I AW FOR MAYDAY A really big 
celebration; break two laws. Two people can break 
more laws than one, a whole lot of people can 
break a whole lot of laws, and remember’ laws 
can also be broken on May 2, 

-30- 
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INSPIRATIONAL THOUGHT FOR LAW DAY ‘69 

"Law Day will serve its purpose when free 
men rededicate themselves to the rule of law 
with all its inherent limitations, m the reali- 
zation of the bountiful benefits flow mg from its 
objective use for the purposes to which it is ap- 
plicable. Let us not profane the law by relegating 
it to the never never land of idealism, but rather- 
let us pursue a course which will ultimately re- 
sult in the extinction of communism " 

--Strom Thurmond, University of Georgia. 1962. 

[The purpose to which the law ls not applicable in 
Thurmond’s law book is attaining equal rights for 
blacks.] 


MAY DAY, 1886 
by Susan Goodrick 
LIBERATION News Service 

SAN FRANCISCO (LNS) — In every country of 
the world, May 1 is the holiday of international 
working class solidarity. Except for the U.S. 
that is, here May first is Law Day, Hardly 
anyone remembers that the first May Day workers 
demonstration took place in America, in 1886* 

Across the country, 340,000 workers were out 
on strike in a campaign to demand the institution 
of an eight-hour work day. In Chicago, 80,000 
workers marched m the street to support this de- 
mand. Three days later, as the direct result of 
the world’s first May Day, came the Haymarket 
Square massacre, which marked the beginning of a 
full-scale red scare and the first of the period- 
ic liquidation of the left wing of the labor 
movement in the United States. 

On May 3, 1886, the Chicago police killed 8 
striking workers at the McCormick factory. On 
May 4, a protest meeting was held in Haymarket 
Square. The meeting was peaceable, and the crowd 
had started to diso^rse, when 180 cops appeared 
from an alley m actack fotmation. Someone (an 
agent provocateur is suspected) threw a bomb 
killing 5 cops, and the police started firing 
at random into the crowd, wounding over 200 work- 
ers and killing an unknown number 0 

A Chicago grand jury indicted 8 leaders 
on charges of murder on the grounds that their 
inflammatory speeches had led to the throwing of 
the bomb. All eight were sentenced to death on 
Oct. 10, 1886 Four of the Haymarket martyrs 
were executed on Nov.. 11, 1887 0 

On May first, 1887, there were international 
demonstrations of workers to call attention to 
the plight of the Chicago 8, and to gain support 
for them. Ever since then. May Day has been the 
international working class holiday. 

The power structure of Chicago had very good 
reason for destroying leadership of the 8-hour 
movement. Although in other parts of the country, 
the movement had become quas i- respectable , Chicago 
leadership had fallen to the left wing of the 
socialist labor party, the S? cial Revolutionaries-- 
notably. August Spies and Albert Parsons. These 
men believed that the only way socialism could be 
established in the U.S was through armed struggle. 
The 8 -hour movement and the May 1 deraoristration 
were only a prelude to a movement for violent 
overthrow of capitalism. 

Spies and Parsons were executed the next year 
as two of the Haymarket martyrs. But the words of 
Albert Parsons at the Haymarket rally still echo 
in the present : 

"It behooves you- -as you love your wife and 
children, if you don’t want to see them perish of 
hunger, killed or cut down like dogs in the street-- 
in the interests of your liberty, of your in- 
dependence, to arm ...to arm yourselves. ’’ 

-30- 
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MAY DAY: FREE HUEY 

LIBERATION News Service 

SAN FRANCISCO, Calif (LNSJ -- FREE HUEY, 
a nationwide rallying cry of the Black Panthers 
for over a year and a half, could turn into a 
joyful Mayday victory chant 

After a long series of rejections m 
California courts, a writ of habeas corpus de- 
manding Huey ! s release on bail will appear on 
May 1 before this area’s most liberal Federal 
Court judge. 

Huey is currently imprisoned at the Calif- 
ornia Men’s Colony m Los Padres while his 1968 
conviction of a ’’voluntary manslaughter” charge 
is appealed to the State District Court of 
Appeals, But now the Federal District Court 
in San Francisco has ruled that on May 1, the 
State of California must ’’show cause” why Huey 
is being held pending his appeal instead of 
being released on bail as is more usual in such 
cases To support Huey’s demand for release, 
the national headquarters of the Black Panther 
Party has called for Mayday Peoples Demonstration 
and Mass Rallies across the nation. 

The State’s ’’real cause” for holding Huey, 
according to the Black Panthers is that he is 
a political prisoner- But this is no answer 
to a writ of habeas corpus. In court, the State 
will have to cook up some argument about how 
Huey, free on bail, would be a ’’danger to 
society, ” 

Although the State does not admit that 
Huey is a political prisoner, at Los Padres, 
he is certainly treated like one He is held 
in solitary confinement in his room except for 
45 minutes of exercise and his visiting period. 
Other Black Panther leaders ate excluded from 
his visitors list He is not allowed to buy 
or receive books, and he is not permitted pen 
and paper to write He is explicitly for- 
bidden to make any public pronouncements from 
his jail cell 

Despite the State’s effort to stop his 
political activities, Huey Newton remains the 


unquestioned leader of the Black Panther 
Party, both as a symbol and in practical 
day-to-day affairs. Through his lawyers and 
his visitors, he participates in ideological 
discussions within the party, and takes a 
leading role in major practical decisions. 

The May 1 demonstration for Huey's 
appeal bond are part of the Black Panther 
Party's strategy of "exhausting all legal 
means" to secure Huey's release. Despite 
"the sky's the limit" slogan, Huey himself 
laid down this tactic during his trial as a 
device for educating the community about the 
court system as well as a practical measure 
for gaining his freedom. 

May 1 is the traditional people's holi- 
day throughout the world and the Black Panther 
Party has stated: "All the people, the 

workers, the students, shouldn't work or go 
to school that day." Demonstrations to de- 
mand Huey's release will take place nation- 
wide: in San Francisco, Chicago, Los Angeles, 

Indianapolis, Des Moines, Kansas City, Denver, 
Detroit, New York and Boston. In each city, 
the demonstrations will be held at the Federal 
Court House, The movement to free Huey has 
grown to an international scale. In 
Denmark, the Left Wing Socialists, and the 
Third World Solidarity Committee, will hold 
a demonstration at the American Embassy. 

-30- 
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COPS GET THE BUSINESS 

American policemen are responding to the 
current crisis in police-community relations 
by organizing themselves. They want to be- 
long to an organization that works in what 
they see as "their interest" and can act as 
spokesman on a national level. Such an 
organization is the 21,000 member American 
Federation of Police (AFP). 

According to a story in the Los Angeles 
Times, the Florida based AFP is controlled 
by Gerald S. Arenberg, 29, his father 
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Maurice Arenberg, and Derrick B. Van Brode IV. 

Neither the elder Arenberg nor Van Brode 
has had police experience. Gerald Arenberg 
joined the police force of Golf, 111., in 1955 
and worked his way up to chief by 1960. He 
acknowledged "that is not saying a lot" be- 
cause the remainder of the force consisted of 
two part-time officers. "1 don’t like to admit 
to my salary, it’s so modest," said Arenberg. 
"People wouldn’t believe it." 

He and Van Brode own late model Lincolns. 

The AFP has several registered vehicles, in- 
cluding a black Cadillac limousine with large 
gold "American Federation of Police" emblems 
on either side, Arenberg said that AFP property, 
over which he, his father and Van Brode have 
sole control, is valued at $250,000. They 
maintain swank offices in Miami, complete with 
an "executive apartment." 

The AFP’s National Law Enforcement Academy 
has passed out degrees in police science to at 
least twenty- five of the nation's chiefs of 
police and hundreds of law enforcement officers. 
This mail-order schools has also sold thousands 
of "college-level" extension courses that are 
of no value for academic credit. 

Louis J. Wawryzniak, Chairman of the 
Academic Evaluation Committee, admitted that 
his own credentials are phony and said many of 
the degrees he approved were "not worth the 
paper they were printed on." 

Applicants for degrees must pay $35 for 
an evaluation. If Wawrzyniak decides they lack 
certain credits and need to take some extension 
courses, the cost can go much higher. 

Each course consists of a textbook and 
a set of questions, all mailed at the same time. 

A student may simply select the answers from the 
book, mail in the test and get credit for the 
course, including, according to AFP literature, 
a "beautiful certificate." 

Arenberg claims that the various programs 
and benefits promoted by the AFP are well worth 
the $10 dues. They include a $5,000 life in- 
surance policy for officers killed in the line 
of duty, a subscription to the tabloid Police 


Times, a chance to buy false-arrest insurance 
under a group plan, and the opportunity to join 
a plan providing up to $250 in legal assistance 
for a member accused of police brutality. 

Arenberg has advertised a variety of pro- 
ducts under the name "International Public 
Safety Products.” These include a pair of 
"knuckle sap gloves" with "six ounces of pow- 
dered lead built in" for $13.50 and ash trays 
and pen sets labeled "honor award" for $3 
each . 

A pamphlet proclaims that through an 
annual grant from Reader's Digest ($1,000) 
the foundation will give out yearly police 
awards including "the world's highest honor, 
the International Police Medal of Honor,” 

-30- 
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[Note to editors: Insurgent black workers' 

groups --DRUM, ELRUM, and FRUM -- have begun to 
fight against the United Autoworkers, and the 
radical press has given considerable coverage 
to their attacks on the UAW. A recent wildcat 
strike in Detroit indicates that the UAW may 
have something to fear in the future from mili- 
tant white workers too.] 

WORKERS STRIKE BACK AT STERLING 
by the National Organizing Committee 
LIBERATION News Service 

DETROIT (LNS) -- The wildcat at Sterling 
is over, but the fight continues. For eight 
days workers at Sterling Stamping Plant carried 
on a wildcat strike over safety conditions, a 
strike which idled over 35,000 Chrysler workers 
in the Detroit area. The strike did little 
damage to the Chrysler empire. 

What the wildcat did was expose the growing 
inability of the UAW to maintain industrial 
discipline over its members. 

Sterling Stamping is a new plant, but as 
is typical of the auto industry, the working 
conditions arevery poor. The presses leak oil, 
making the floors slippery, hi-los often break 
down, aisles are cluttered with razor-sharp 
metal scrap from the presses to the baling room 


PAGE 11 


LIBERATION News Service 


(#157) 


April 24, 1969 


more . . . 


often breaks down. In the past five years, many 
workers have been injured. A few of them have 
even lost their fingers or hands under the huge 
presses . 

On Wednesday, April 2, workers were ordered 
to clear out 12 feet of scrap metal which had 
piled up because the conveyor belt had broken 
down The metal was razor sharp, and with the 
floor slippery from spilled oil, the job was 
clearly a dangerous one. When local union officials 
advised workers they did not have to clear out the 
basement, Chrysler fired all the stewards, 
committeemen and union officials un the spot 
The walkout began as workers learned they had no 
representation against management Picket lines 
were established and until Thursday April 10, no 
production was turned out at Sterling Stamping. 

During the first night of the walkout, scabs 
driving through the picket lines weie attacked, 
and cars smashed- Thirty-four workers were 
arrested, After that, except for a few isolated 
incidents, the lines remained firm. Solidarity 
between the plant workers and Chrysler truckers 
was strong: no big blue trucks cro>s the picket 
lines . 


On the line, workers were militant i> anti- 
Chrysler and anti-UAW international They were 
pissed off at the arrogance of management, poor 
working conditions and continual mistreatment 
They were angry at the UAW International for 
not supporting their actions Worker s supported 
their local officers, and most sought to build a 
strong local union. 

It should be clear that the workers were 
not radicals. Their consciousness wa- pri- 
marily a union consciousness, opposed to ^lass 
consciousness The wildcat was a spontaneous, 
unorganized effort to strike back at the forces 
opposing them. 

The wildcat could not have .uine at a better 
time for Chrysler Chrysler is m the worst ^hape 
of the big three, with its inventory prupoi t ; ona 1 i > 
highest, and its profits the lowest it -ale- 
continued at their low rate, Lhry-i>. i would have 
had to call one to two week la>ott> m .Auk 
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to cut back on inventory During these layoffs, 
the corporation would have had to pay 85-95% 
ot the base pay to its workers. With the strike, 
winch shut down Detroit's Hamtrammich, Jeffer- 
son, and Lynch Rd plants, Chrysler did not have 
to pay any layoff benefits to the over 35,000 
workers whu were idle for eight days . 

I he wildcat was a golden opportunity for 
management to harass the union militants,. 
Intimidation was the main tactic used by the 
corporation against the Sterling workers. 

Chrysler officials took large numbers of photo- 
graphs and foremen were escorted out to the 
lines by plant pigs to identify picketers. 

During the wildcat sixty-nine workers were 
fired for strike activity. Some firings were 
made arbitrarily; most, however, were against 
the most militant workers. 

The international union played a more 
subtle role in forcing the wildcat to end. 

On Monday, five days after the strike began, 
the UAW summoned the local union leaders to 
the Solidarity House, the UAW headquarters. 

During this meeting, the UAW bureaucrats told 
local 1264’ s union representatives, that if 
they did not order their men back to work, 
the local would be taken over by the inter- 
national That afternoon, the local was put 
into receivership and Douglas Fraser, execu- 
tive board member and head of the UAW’s 
Chrysler division, ordered all of the workers 
at Sterling Stamping back to work. 

The next morning, to the surprise of many, 
the workers refused. Many were confused and 
started to go to work, but when they saw the 
militant pickets they turned around and went 
back home Frazer’s response was to call a 
mass meeting for local 1264 members. 

At the meeting, the UAW used all of its 
traditional pluys. The vast majority came 
into the meeting feeling angry and militant, 

1 laser and others who spoke about ending the 
sir ike inck booed and heckled When Fraser 
liist vailed tor a vote, only a handful of 
woikir- wl-i\ in f av o i of returning to work. 
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Fraser monopolized the microphone ami dragged 

the meeting out for two and a hall' hours Many 

workers left, disgusted. In essence, he said 

that the only wav to, pet the 69 fired workers 
wars t cr go b?ick 

jobs back /to work and let him, as the IJAW rep- 
resentative, bargain with the corporation. He 
said the only alternative was more firings and more 
people laid off at other plants. He then intro- 
duced a fired worker who got up and told the rest 
of the workers to go back. 'Hie meeting was con- 
trolled by the careful selection of speakers and 
by the refusal to let militants effectively 
question him. Fraser finally won on the third 
vote by promising to allow a regular strike vote 
m the plant next Monday. Many workers, however, 
were confused and did not vote at all 

The membership had been led into a position 
where they had to defy the local as well as the 
international union leadership, something that 
many were unwilling to do. The wildcat had 
lasted a week and they were under economic pressure. 
Many were being further pressured b\ r. he i r ’wives . 

Lacking rank and file leadership, discouraged 
by the meeting, never having been properly organized 
by their leaders and finally faced by this leader- 
ship, they returned to the plant The wildcat had 
ended in the traditional fashion. 

The wildcat was important for two reasons. 

First, it indicated the willingness of workers, 
particularly young ones, to accept radical 
student aid. When students from Wayne, Michigan 
and the University of Detroit earne to the picket 
lines, their help was readily accepted At the 
Wednesday meeting with the international, Fraser 
was booed down when he referred to the presence of 
"outside agitators,” at the wildcat Workers 
shouted back, "The students helped us more than 
the international " The openness on the part of 
the workers was important for it piovided the 
"bridge" by which some radical politics was inter- 
jected into the militant action 

On the o f hcr hand, the work*, is continually em- 
phasized their distinction from • iu- students 
They were unswayed by The rhe*oi ii the student 
movement, as They demanded ccncrcti ai teinativcs 
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to their present position. They knew that the 
union was a sell-out (many predicted just what 
would happen at the international meeting), and 
that Chrysler screws them, but they continually 
asked , "what can you do about it?" Their 
willingness to become revolutionaries rests on 
the ability of the movement to provide real 
alternatives to the issues effecting them. 

In Detroit, the wildcat was particularly 
important for it indicated unrest among the 
white ranks m the UAW . For the past year, the 
UAW has been plagued by revolutionary black worker 
organizations (DRUM, ELRUM, FRUM) . At Sterling 
Stamping where 70% of the workers are white, 
the wildcat leadership and almost all the people 
on the picket lines were white. The majority 
of these workers, however, were racists un- 
willing to deal with the effects of white 
supremacy on their shop or union. 

Yet through the struggle, young guys 
saw a need for some organization that would push 
radical politics in the shops after the 
wildcat was over. If they can also see that 
to build working class unity it is necessary 
to fight white supremacy, then black and white 
worker groups can build a revolutionary move- 
ment that will shake the UAW and create a 
real struggle against American capitalism. 

-30- 
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GOVERNOR’S WIFE HASSLED 

SEATTLE ( LNS) -- Radical men and women dis- 
rupted a fashion show at the University of 
Washington recently, directing their attacks 
at Mrs. Nancy Evans, wife of Governor Dan 
E v an s , 

When Mrs Evans complained about the 
"violent" demonstration, SDS member Robbie 
Stem replied that the student protest was 
"in response to violence perpetrated by state 
agent, ies . " 

Washington’s state government has brutally 
prevented Indians from fishing in traditional 
river waters. Over the past few years, state 
wardens have used arrests, intimidation and 
beatings against the Indians along the Nisqually 
R i v e r 

-30- 


PAGE 13 


*>■.. i \ i ^ e 


(M57) 


April 24, 1969 


more . . . 


[NOTE TO EDITORS: The following articles by 
Abbie Hoffman and Nick Gruenberg should be run 
together. ] 

A VIEW OF SDS -- 
AND A RESPONSE 
LIBERATION News Service 

(Editor's note: The following critique of 
SDS was written by Abbie Hoffman, a New York 
Yippee and author of "Revolution for the Hell 
Of It." A response to this was prepared by 
Nick Gruenberg, a Liberation News Service staff 
member who currently spends most of his time 
behind a printing press, but who has been active 
in SDS chapters at Columbia and Berkeley.) 

* -k * 

FUCK THE VANGUARD, POWER TO 
THE PEOPLE 

by Abbie Hoffman 
LIBERATION News Service 

Julius Lester's attack on SDS (Guardian, 
April 19, 1969) was exact and to the point. I 
feel it is necessary at this point to offer my 
own observations. It seems justifiable since 
SDS has persisted in attacking Yippie demonstra- 
tions and individuals associated with it for the 
past year and we have held back our toughest 
criticism. Lately SDS has been sending out mem- 
bers of their national office to do battle with 
us and at a very awkward moment in history when 
we face an extremely vicious attack by the po- 
wer structure. 

First some points are in order: 

1) SDS failed to support the Maich on the 
Pentagon and only after long months of criti- 
cism decided to participate in the Battle of 
Chicago. There is still doubt whether or not 
they actually supported this action even though 
it led directly to the mushrooming of SDS 
chapters around the country. 

2) SDS at their recent national council 
meeting in Texas held days after the Chicago 
Conspiracy indictments failed fu support us. 
Support which we could use since the national 
office with its printing facilities is in 
Chicago . 


3.) SDS ' s national office has for eight 
months been telling about how they are the 
"vanguard of the white revolution" and under 
heavy attack by the government. I know of 
no national o 'beer who is in any trouble with 
the power establishment. Meanwhile ’■ re. on 
the streets the members of the Consp- r ag , 
seven (white) members of which national 
disapproves of and considers counter-revolutionary, 
arc each facing between 10-30 years in prison 
on a variety of federal, state and city charges. 

4) Although SDS "supports" the Black 
Panther Party like some sagging jock strap 
it fails to recognize that the Yippies have 
long had a working alliance with the Black 
Panther Party. An alliance which is more 
apparent on the West Coast, but will become 
apparent in New York, Chicago, Detroit, and 
other areas within the next few months. it 
is an alliance for survival, it has nothing 
to do with rhetorical bullshit. SDS and the 
old Left in general must have gulped pretty- 
hard when E Idndge Cleaver began sporting a 
Yippie button, told Peace and Freedom Party 
that Jolly Jerry Rubin was his choice for 
running mate and Tom Hayden, someone not 
particularly held in esteem by SDS, was 
chosen ambassador to the white mother country. 

The shocker must have come before election 
day when Cleaver announced at a Panther- 
Yippie election day rally in San Francisco 
"The Pig is mightier than the Cleaver" and 
endorsed Pigasus the Pig tor President. 

But alas, the Left wishes to blot this totally 
out of their eonsci ousness . 

5) SDS persists m describing America 
and its ruling class as all powerful . Rocke- 
feller, Nixon, Daley, General Abrams and the 
like arc pictured as unbeatable geniuses. 

Such an attitude only reinforces the view 
that you "can't fight city hail." In addition 
it is a lie America is a paper tiger. Look 
at its c 1 urns y e t f o r t s t. o s t i fie t. h e black 
struggle and its lack of creativity in ion- 
trolling the growing campus rebellions. 
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a member of the working class . \ i ' > t that, 

we are on a permanent strike. I’aitlv hccau>e 
we find it impossible to do meaningful work in 
this system and partly because we recognize that 
the technological advances have rendered most 
jobs obsolete. Nixon* s plans for preventive 
detention are really unnecessary . There are 
always schools and the army to shove young 
people into so they will not have to lace too 
quickly the reality of a dying capitalist economy. 
SDS's lofty rhetoric will never penetrate the 
working class. It is the language of elitists. 

I , as a member of that working class, cannot 
comprehend what you students in SDS are talking 
about . 

Lester is right in calling SDS a racist 
group. Their plan of support for the Black 
Revolution smacks of a desire to he a white 
tail on a Black Panther, a tail, b\ the way, 
which eventually hopes to wag the animal it 
follows. What you are saying when >ou identify 
another group as the vanguard is that. > ou don't 
have to fight. They would do bettei f o con- 
centrate on action that will reach young white 
people Action that will create another 
ferocious animal ready to attack the American 
Dinosaur from another strategic position. 

Why does SDS persist in attacking our use 
of drugs, music, underground newspapers and 
underground art? Why do they nor blast out at 
the treatment of hippies in this coun + ryV Where 
was SDS when 20,000 hippies in Palm Springs, 
California were attacked by pigs in helicopters 
using tear gas? The flower children have grown 
thorns and in Palm Springs, as in the Boston 
Common, Chicago, and on across the country, have 
been fighting back. Where was SDS uh-n a six- 
teen year old hippie stabbed his old man m 
Pleasantvi 1 le , N.Y. last week. I he oid man 
happended to be the publisher of !< eudci's 
Digest and had just given an anti-h-ppiv rpcech 
to a businessman's luncheon. it i r h<- epitome 
of our struggle . 

'The failure of white radua.^ . iioipate 

in and encourage the new cult*. ;a. • - ; a: taking 

p lace among young whites i > im* or DU- 
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lac. d w i t hi . i ; a.m r • d, nut Imu revu ! ut 1 unary 
st ra! rs I: . ' !;:j who said "An army 

wit haul ci makes i o r dull v j tied soldiers, 
and not the i'.c 1 » in: U oik ■ . 

All this is no i so much an attack on 
the members ,, \ SDS aau most of the local 
chapters 'because we find as we visit campuses 
we are in rummoicnt with many c f: those groups) 
but an attack on that special clique that 
makes up tin national office. They are out of 
touch with their own membership. it is offered 
as an attempt to 'velify some of their blind- 
ness and with the nope that wc can work out 
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will probably be- the on]}' group that, will sur- 
vive the onslaught' during the next few years 
and is there To 1 e i n n e ed o 1 re definition. Many 
of us hope to bring this criticism to their 
national convention next June. For many of us 
"adventurists’* it wili be our first encounter 
with su^h a constipated convention. We recog- 
nize our position as "adventurists" we recog- 
nize oui* ' * i mum t nr i t y . M he echo the words of 
Fidel Castro m answering the "revolutionary 
thinkers" of our time. in his closing remarks 
at the 0L.AS conference in the Fall of 196? he 
ended with the following message: "lo these 

* illustrious revolutionary thinkers’ we are 
on 1\ petit bourgeois advent u i e rs without 
re vol ut i on a ry maturity. We arc lucky tha* the 
Revolution came before maturity " To which I 
might add, "Fuck the Vanguard, Power to the 
Pc op 1 e . " 

. ,, < 
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on the members of SDS and most of the local 
chapters (because we find as we visit campuses 
we are in agreement with most of these groups) 
but an attack on that special clique that makes 
up the national office,' 1 

What are the differences Abbie? How can you 
say this after saying that SDS is "a student 
movement and student movements are bullshit?" 

You can't play the anti-organizational game of 
putting all the blame on a national office after 
discrediting the student movement as a whole 

Abbie correctly criticizes the SDS stereo- 
type of the hippie movement as a movement of rich 
white kids, pointing out the cross-class nature of 
the hip movement. He correctly criticizes SDS's 
aloof attitude toward the hip struggles But he 
consistently ignores the student struggles going 
on today. He pictures SDS as an organization that 
is all rhetoric and no action. Abbie must know that 
that's not true, but he never talks about SDS's 
leadership in militant struggles across the 
country. 

Instead, he says that "the epitome of our 
struggle" is "when a sixteen year old hippie 
stabs his old man in Pleasantville , N.Y, last 
week. The old man happened to be the publisher 
of Reader's Digest and had just given an anti- 
hippie speech to a businessman's luncheon." 

That kind of individualistic struggle is not 
going to make a revolution. The revolution needs 
organization, and this is where the major difference 
between SDS and the Yippies lies. Abbie equates 
J&D.S to the French. Communist Party. It is im- 
portant to realize that he is criticizing political 
structure and organization as such, since he neg- 
lects to note the drastic differences between 
the reformist politics of the French C.P, and 
the struggle-oriented politics of SDS- 

By neglecting political content, Abbie con- 
cludes from the C.P. example that all "political 
organizations" sell out,. He fails to notice that 
the C.P.'s "chicken shitness" results from its 
political goals and program. 

He says that organization for self-defense 
is cool but political organization is not. Yet 
he quotes Fidel favorably, talks about the 
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struggle of the Vietnamese people, and digs 
the Panthers The Cuban revolution was made 
by a group with both a political and a mili- 
tary organization The Vietnamese revolution 
is being made with strong political and mili- 
tary organization. The Panthers are not just 
a self-defense group, they are a political 
party 

An organization built solely around self- 
defense cannot make a revolution. A revo- 
lutionary movement must take the political 
offensive. It must build an organization 
capable of destroying its enemy (the ruling 
class} This, ultimately, is the only self- 
defense , 

Abbie talks about the weakness of the 
American ruling class, and concludes that 
speaking only of energy and victory will 
topple it. We must understand not just its 
weakness, but its strengths as well or we 
will be destroyed, 

Muhammed All did not defeat Sonny Liston 
by ignoring his strength, but by understanding 
it, That is one of the basic principles of 
any serious fight - you have to know your 
enemy. 

The need for political organization is 
shown by the conspiracy indictments. The 
people indicted for the Chicago action (except 
for Bobby Seale} do not come from strong 
political organizations. Chicago was not 
based on an ongoing organization. Abbie 
himself is feeling the squeeze. 

A lot of people support the Conspiracy, 
but this support is unorganized. The people 
who were in Chicago are not organized to 
defend their busted brothers and sisters. And 
that is the fault of the people who "organized" 
it, not of SDS, 

SDS should support the struggle against 
these indictments, but Abbie should under- 
stand that one of the reasons many SDS people 
did not support Chicago was because there 
were no real arrangements for self-defense 
(not just street-fighting self-defense, but 
political defense against repression). 

April 24, 1969 more . . . 
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People in SDS understand the need for a 
strategy that can win. That's why people feel 
the necessity for the development of a revolu- 
tionary working-class. That's why people feel 
the need to relate to the black movement. Iherc 
is a lot of debate going on about which strategy 
is right. A lot of it is bullshit. A lot of it 
is rhetoric. But that doesn't mean that the 
debate is not essential . 

Abbie raises no constructive criticisms 
of SDS's relationship to the working-class 
or the black movement. 

He says that the rhetoric won't get across 
to workers and, while this is true, 1 think SDS 
people are aware of this and are trying to do 
something about it. 

But the "rhetoric problem" does not mean that 
we should give up on developing a coherent political 
program and organization. In fact, these are 
essential to developing a movement with mass 
(i.e., not merely student or hip) support. 

It's damned arrogant for Abbie to talk for 
the working class. It's a hell of an alternative 
to the serious organizing efforts that some SDS 
people are making within the working class. 

Who is Abbie kidding about the "working 
alliance" between the Black Panther Party and 
the Yippies . Yippies consist of a few well- 
known people who relate to their constituency 
primarily through a media-myth. You can't have 
a meaningful "working alliance" between a media 
myth and a political organization. 

Abbie plays some weird validation games 
He uses Lester (who is known for being down on 
the Panthers) to validate his criticism of SDS. 

Then he uses the fact that Cleaver wore a 
Yippie button to validate his notion that the 
Panthers love the Yippies more than SDS. This 
is at best childish. 

Abbie doesn't tell the truth when he describes 
the "basic SDS left strategy" as one of speaking 
to the liberals. The fact is that SDS has the 
liberals freaked out from coast to coast Just 
read the New York Times editorials, or the latest 
pronouncements of Irving Howe or Seymour Martin 
Lipset . 
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In any case, SDS is trying to relate to 
the people of this country. During the 
Wallace campaign, for example, SDS spent con- 
siderable energy making the point that 
Wallace's people were not the enemy, that 
the frustration they felt against big govern- 
ment was valid. 

What is Abbie' s purpose in writing this 
article, in threatening to come to the SDS 
convention? If student movements are bullshit, 
what does he care? Is he prepared to dismiss 
the rebellions that have taken place on campuses 
throughout America -- not only at the "elite" 
universities but in working class schools like 
San Francisco State, Kent State and City College? 
Why does Abbie speak on so many campuses, any- 
way? Is his a declaration of war against SDS -- 
a fighting group which undeniably leads 
struggles every day, not just once or twice 
a year? Is this an attempt to help the movement 
grow? Or is Abbie out to destroy the organized 
left? 

If Abbie continues this kind of sectarian 
bullshit, if he comes to the "constipated 
convention" to promote disorganization among a 
group of people looking for revolutionary 
organization, then he is engaged in an 
unnecessary and indefensible factionalism that 
will hurt and not help our movement -- he 
will be playing a counter-revolutionary role. 
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THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS HIT 
RACIST BANK 

NEW YORK iLNS) -- The Chase Manhattan 
Bank placed an ad in a recent edition of 
The New York Times, proudly announcing how 
it had helped an American businessman to 
clinch a mul t i -mil 1 ion dollar profit on a 
South African ore deal. 

Incensed at the bank's brazen support 
for South Africa's racist economy, students 
and teachers at Union Theological Seminary 
have stepped up their long-standing campaign 
against the Rockefeller-owned Chase Bank. 

Recent actions have included demonstrations, 
guerrilla theatre, leafletting and the with- 
drawal of accounts from the bank. 
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THE PEOPLE’S ALMANAC 
CHRONOLOGY FOR THE LEFT: MAY 
LIBERATION NEWS SERVICE 
1 -- 1830 -- Mother Mary Jones, trade union 

organizer and IWW leader bom. 

1886 -- May Day demonstrations for 8- 
hour day, later called International May Day. 

1898 -- Dewey destroys Spanish fleet 
at Manila. 

1919 -- Soviet Republic of Bavaria 
overthrown . 


2 -- 1926 -- U.S. troops land in Nicaragua 

1957 -- Joseph McCarthy dies. 

3 -- 1926 -- General strike in Britain for 

9 days . 


1968 -- Occupation of Sorbonne by stu- 
dents, the Revolt begins. 

4 -- 1886 -- Knights of Labor riot and Hay- 

market bombing in Chicago. 

1961 -- Freedom rides. 

1965 -- Marines invade Santo Domingo. 


5 -- 1818 -- Birth of Karl Marx. 

1860 -- G. Garibaldi and Redshirts sail 
for Genoa, land 11th, and take Palermo 27th. 

1864 -- General Sherman begins march 
through Georgia-the first modem campaign di- 
rected against the civilian society of a 
military enemy. 

1865 -- Revolt in Santo Domingo forces 
Spain to renounce sovereignty. 

1949 -- 63,500 Ford workers strike. 


6 -- 1856 -- Sigmund Freud born. 

1862 -- Henry Thoreau dies at age 44. 
1919 -- Peace Conference divides former 
German colonies among the victors. 

1968 -- Stanford Administration Building 
seized . 


7 -- 1945 -- Jodi surrenders to Eisenhower 

near Reims . 


1954 -- Dien Bien Phu falls to Commun- 
ist Vietnamese. 


8 -- 1858 -- John Brown held anti-slavery 

convention in Chatan, Canada. 


1945 -- v.n. Day- Keitel surrenders to 
Zhukov near Berlin. 

J95} -- Willie McGee, Negro victim of 
rape frame-up, dies in electric chair. 

1954 -- Geneva Conference on Indochina, 
calls for elections to reunify N.$ S. Vietnam 
on July 20, 1956. 

1958 -- Eisenhower ordered federalized 
National Guard removed from Central High School, 
Little Rock, Arkansas. 

9 -- 1800-- John Brown bom in Torrington, Conn. 

1945 -- Russians capture Prague and begin 
purge of Nazi collaborators. 

10 - 1775 -- 2nd Continental Congress meets 

at Philadelphia. 

1796 -- Failure of Babeuf’s attempt to 
restore revolutionary constitution of 1793. 

1857 -- Revolt of Sepoys at Merrut be- 
gins Indian war against British rule. 

1869 -- First transcontinental railway 
line finished. 

1906 -- First Duma meets in Russia. 

11 - 1865 -- Negroes in Norfolk, Va. held mass 

meetings and demanded equal rights and ballots. 

1931 -- Bankruptcy of Credit-Anstalt in 
Austria begins financial collapse of Central 
Europe . 

12 - 1776 -- Louis XVI dismisses Turgot for 

his attempted financial reforms, opening the 
way to full financial collapse and the French 
Revolution . 

1902 -- Start of 5-month coal strike in U.S. 
1967 -- Jackson State College black re- 
bellion. 

13 - 1846 -- Formal declaration of war by U.S. 

against Mexico after Mexico refused to sell the 
’’southwest . ” 

1916 -- Death of Sholem Aleichem, great 
Yiddish author. 

1960 -- HUAC comes to S.F. City Hall 
(Operation Abolition); 68 arrested. 

14 - 1863 -- Women’s Loyal League founded at 

N.Y. convention, to support Congressional amend- 
ment abolishing slavery. 
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1948 -- British rule of Palestine ends; 
Arab-Israeli war begins. 

1961 -- Bus of "Freedom Riders" bombed 
and burned in Alabama. Attorney General R.F. 
Kennedy sent 600 U.S. Marshalls to Alabama the 
following week. 

15-- 1776 -- Virginia convention instructs 

Richard Lee and other delegates to Congress 
to propose independence. 

1820 -- Conference at Vienna, under 
Metternick, passes law authorizing the German 
Confederation to interfere in the affairs of 
those states which fail to maintain law, order 
and despotic government. 

1911 -- U.S. Supreme Court orders "dis- 
solution" of Standard Oil Co. 

16-- 1967 -- rebellion at black Texas Southern 

University, 5 charged with murder of cop. 

17 -- 1954 -- Supreme Court ruled that racial 

segregation in public schools was unconstitutional. 

18 -- 1896 -- Supreme Court upheld doctrine of 

"separate but equal" in Plessy vs. Ferguson. 

1917 -- Prince Lvov reforms cabinet in 
Russia to include socialists. 

1917 -- U.S. selective military conscrip- 
tion bill , 

1964 -- Nationalist riots in Quebec 

19 -- 1884 -- Race riot in Danville, Virginia 

1925 -- Birth of Malcolm X 

21 -- 1871 -- "Bloody week" begins in Paris and 

ends with defeat of the heroic Commune, 

22 -- 1914 -- Britain acquires control of oil 

properties in Persian Gulf. 

1939 -- Hitler and Mussolini sign ten- 
year "Pact of Steel". 

1967 -- Youth Against War $ Fascism demon- 
stration stops New York Stock Exchange for 20 
minutes . 

23 -- 1934 -- Bonnie and Clyde ambushed . 

26 -- 1887 -- British East Africa Company is 

chartered . 

1937 -- 100,000 steel workers strike in 
seven states. 

27 -- 1911 -- Hubert Humphrey born. 

28 -- 1952 -- Communist demonstrations in Paris. 


29 -- 1765 -- Patrick Henry challenges right of 

British to tax the American colonies. 

1824 -- Women weavers of Pawtucket, R.I. 
joined in first U.S. strike of men and women to- 
gether . 

1917 -- John F. Kennedy bom. 

1958 -- Charles de Gaulle forms government 
in France. 

30 -- 1778 -- Voltaire dies at age 83. 

1932 -- Communist Party nominated William 
Foster and James Ford as Presidential and Vice- 
Presidential candidate. Ford was first Negro to 
run for V.P. on an interracial ticket, 

1937 -- Memorial Day massacre in S. Chicago, 
workers of Republic Steel.. 

31 -- 1819 -- Birthday of Walt Whitman 

1902 -- End of Boer War, Boers accept Bri- 
tish sovereignty, 

1924 -- China recognizes U.S.S.R. 

1942 -- Czech patriots assassinate Gestapo 
leader Heydrich . 

1955 -- Supreme Court ordered school in- 
tegration "with all deliberate speed". 

1962 -- Eichmann hanged after Israeli court 
rejects appeal . 
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*+*********+*******************+***************** 
LITERATURE LIST 

BOSTON (LNS) -- The New England Free Press 
has just issued a new literature list. Scores 
of pamphlets, most of them low in cost, cover 
topics such as imperialism, education, racism, 
women’s liberation and foreign affairs. 

For a copy of the list, write to New Eng- 
land Free Press, 791 Tremont St,, Room 401, 

Boston, Mass, 02118. 
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QUOTES FROM UNDERGROUND 

"This country smashes anything that gets 
in its way. It crushes anything that gets in 
its way. And since we’re Americans, they tell us, 
well, we’ll do it the American way. We’ll smash 
anything that gets in our way." 

MALCOLM X 
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TOP: Students taping window from inside occupied Philosophy Hall at 

Columbia University (New York) on April 17, The sign when finished 
says, "Join Us." 

CREDIT Barbara Rothkrug/LNS 


BOTTOM: New York high school student speaks at a rally at Columbia on 
Monday, April 21. She demands open admissions to Columbia for 
black and Puerto Rican students-decl ares that College Boards and 
Regents qualifying tests are objectively racist. 

About 150 high school students were present at a rally which 
drew over 1000 people. The high school students briefly took 
Hamilton Hall, declaring, "We came independent of any other 
political group to demand open admissions to Columbia University 
and a special compensatory education program with Black studies, 
controlled by Black students." 

CREDIT Miriam Bokser/LNS 
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TOP: Cop laughs as Be-inner is choked when the Motherfuckers’ 

Earth Face was busted in Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. 

Four teenagers were arbitrarily picked off along with a nine- 
year-old who called the pigs ’’pigs.” Before the bust, the 
slogan of the day was, ’’Roll your own reality ’’-guitars, free 
food, and hope. 

CREDIT Chuck Pastemak/Newsreel/LNS 


BOTTOM: Fort Dix Stockade: New Jersey prisoner is processed here. 
He gets new clothes, and the little man gets information. 
(See story and pictures of Packet #156) 

CREDIT David Fenton/LNS 
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CUBAN CARTOONS 

TOP: Befuddled Yanqui has his mind blown by the mass media. Cartoon 

was originally published in Cuba's Juventud Rebelde along with a 
story on the Underground Press written by LNS's Allen Young 
during his Cuban trip. 

CREDIT LNS 


BOTTOM: The American University stuffs reformist ideas intd the heads 
of students. Originally in Oclae , a Cuban magazine. 

CREDIT LNS 




TOP: The American Family Structure. 


BOTTOM: 


CREDIT: Conni Bille/LNS 


The traditional view of woman as Mother Earth, passive and bene- 
volent, producing only when acted upon by the aggressive aale, is 
here given an unexpected twist - the lady has a knife. 

CREDIT: Conni Bille/LNS 
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